Pentobarbital coma in neurosurgical patients: nutrition considerations.
Neurosurgical patients in pentobarbital coma are a complex nutrition support population. Physiologic changes associated with the primary injury to the brain, combined with the pharmacodynamic influences of barbiturate therapy, contribute to the difficulties of initiating aggressive nutrition support. Early nutritional repletion is important to the overall outcome of traumatically injured patients. Consequently, factors that influence nutrition support decisions must be understood to assure appropriate intervention. The metabolic changes associated with traumatic head injury, pentobarbital therapy, and nutrition support strategies are reviewed.